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ANTI-SEMITISM 

Grievance 

MR S.A. MILLMAN (Mount Lawley — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.36 am]: Thank you, Acting Speaker and 
thank you for that acknowledgement. I join you in acknowledging His Excellency the Ambassador, and welcome 
him to the Parliament of Western Australia. In their absence, I also acknowledge Geoff Midalia, the president of 
the Jewish Community Council and Steve Lieblich, the vice-president of the Jewish Community Council. I wish 
Steve a speedy recovery from the cold that he has. 
My grievance this morning is to the Attorney General. In recent years, there has been a dangerous increase in 
incidents of racist rhetoric. Sadly, WA is exposed to these emerging global trends. In our state, we have an incredibly 
successful multicultural community. One need only look at this Parliament to see that multiculturalism reflected. 
In fact, this morning we heard the Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests celebrating some of those 
things, such as the outcomes of the community support fund, and the Chinese and Vietnamese Lunar New Year. 
We need to reflect on that success. But this successful multicultural story is under strain. As is, concerningly, the case 
across democratic societies, Western Australians are not immune to the polarisation and scare tactics of populist 
political discourse and problematic social media trends here at home. Following the lead of politicians like former 
President of the United States Donald Trump, sections of our community have become emboldened to spout racist 
rhetoric. It is no secret that many of the current xenophobic hate groups who seek to disseminate fear and hate have 
taken to using Nazi symbols and imaginary. One need only look at the recent tales from the electorate of my good 
friend the Labor member for Hillarys to see exactly how that has transpired. I quote from an article by Caitlyn Rintoul 
in The West Australian from 17 January. The journalist says — 

There are growing calls for the WA Government to ban swastikas after a politician’s advertisement was 
defaced with the nazi symbol. 
A bus stop featuring political advertising for Hillarys MP Caitlin Collins was vandalised on Friday, with 
the offenders daubing the nazi symbol in white as well as the word “bitch”. 
“It was quite confronting to ... see that. Really quite shocking,” the Labor MP said. “For people to use the 
swastika ... is never OK.” 

Further in that article, Dr Dvir Abramovich, who is the chairman of the Anti-Defamation Commission, who has 
long campaigned for reforms in this field, said — 

“It is a repulsive and vicious assault on our elected representatives and on our core principles … 
That attack also coincided with similar activity in Queensland. I quote from a Sky News article from 19 January 
that states — 

Offensive imagery splattered across Australia has led to major arrests in Queensland and the ban of Nazi 
symbols in Western Australia. 
Three men were arrested on Tuesday by Queensland Police after a counter-terrorism investigation group 
raided homes … after offensive imagery was displayed in public. 
Police discovered a mass of Nazi paraphernalia in the form of banners, stickers, flyers, computer devices, 
and a German SS uniform. 
Materials read “white revolution is the only solution”.  
One of the banners was believed to have been allegedly displayed on the Pacific Highway at Helensvale 
in November 2022—causing community outrage. 

Queensland Police Service Acting Detective Superintendent Leonie Steyger had this to say — 
“Our primary focus is on keeping the community safe, the public have a right to go about their daily lives 
without being subjected to highly offensive imagery,”… 
“Those responsible represent the smallest minority of our communities, and my team will continue to 
disrupt and charge individuals who are motivated by this type of behaviour.” 

A key feature of our diverse society is the ability of migrant communities to preserve and promote their language 
and culture. In our local neighbourhood of Mt Lawley, we have flourishing language schools. There are Chinese, 
Korean, Greek and Hebrew language schools. The hardworking volunteer teachers at these schools are supported 
by government grants and the Office of Multicultural Interests. 
Another way we can promote awareness of and respect for different cultures and communities is through education. 
I said in my first speech that I was proud to have both Perth’s premier Jewish school, Carmel School, and Perth’s 
premier Muslim school, the Australian Islamic College, in the electorate of Mount Lawley. These are both outstanding 
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schools, serving their communities over decades. But it is important that we also educate the broader community. 
For many years, the Jewish Community Centre in Yokine has housed the excellent Holocaust Institute of Western 
Australia. As well as inviting visitors to come and see the exhibits and listen to survivor testimony, the Holocaust 
memorial centre also runs an outstanding outreach program, visiting schools throughout the Perth metro area. 
Unfortunately, the facilities were becoming quite tired and dated. That is why I was so pleased that the McGowan 
Labor government, together with the federal government, has committed several million dollars to the construction 
of a brand new Jewish Community Centre, together with a wonderful new Holocaust memorial institute. 
I understand that the forecourt at this new centre will be named the William Cooper courtyard. William Cooper 
was a political activist and humanitarian. His contribution is well celebrated in the Jewish community. In 1938, he 
led a march on the German embassy in Melbourne protesting the atrocities committed by the SS and the Nazis on 
Kristallnacht. It was one of the first such protests in the world. William Cooper’s devotion to equality, inclusiveness 
and justice embodies the values that comprise the DNA of the Labor movement, and these are inspiring ideals for 
us to live up to in preserving his legacy in our community. 
To tackle the rise of racism in our community, we need to focus on capacity building in the local communities so 
that they are strengthened to protect and promote their history, language and culture. We also need to invest in 
education to promote empathy and understanding. In my view, we also need to enact laws that tackle discrimination 
and vilification. I am speaking now about the actions taken by this government to update the Equal Opportunity Act. 
In addition to these actions, we also need to crack down on those who peddle violence and hate. 
I had reason to review the recent Executive Council of Australian Jewry report into current trends in anti-Semitism 
in Australia by research director Julie Nathan. There has been a significant rise in the number of anti-Semitic 
incidents. Ms Nathan goes on to say — 

A major source of antisemitism is the burgeoning neo-Nazi movement which is active across Australia … 
These neo-Nazis espouse genocidal hatred of Jews and look to Adolf Hitler as their inspiration and 
role model. They have adopted National Socialist (Nazi) ideology, imbued with its conspiracy theories 
about Jews … 
In the streets, neo-Nazi groups actively propagate their ideology … 
On encrypted internet sites, neo-Nazis and their fellow travellers (a mix of white supremacists … 
nationalists, conspiracy theorists …) exchange their views, distribute propaganda material, post about their 
latest acts of hatred, and dream of an Australia devoid of Jews, Africans, Asians and LGBT people. 

My grievance is this: in the face of rising racism and anti-Semitism, and in the light of the fact this government 
is investing in community building, education and understanding, and legislating to tackle racists, what more 
can we do as a community and as a legislature to ensure that their message of hate does not resonate with the 
Australian community? 
MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [9.43 am]: I join the member in welcoming Israeli Ambassador 
Maimon to the Legislative Assembly of our Parliament this morning to hear this important debate. 
I thank the member for the grievance. He raised some very important issues. I want to assure the member that this 
government is proud of its track record on fostering multiculturalism and stands ready to legislate to cut out offensive 
and aberrant behaviour. Indeed, as Attorney General, I am responsible for the drafting of the new Equal Opportunity 
Act following the Law Reform Commission of Western Australia’s report. At the moment, the Equal Opportunity Act 
does not contain any anti-vilification provisions. Drafting of a new act is well underway. In line with the Law Reform 
Commission report, the new Equal Opportunity Act will include anti-vilification provisions that will apply on the 
grounds of disability; gender identity; sex; sex characteristics; importantly, race; and religious conviction. The new 
provisions will ensure that those groups within society who are most vulnerable to vilification will be protected by 
civil anti-vilification laws. 
I am cognisant of the report from the Center for the Study of Contemporary European Jewry at Tel Aviv University 
titled Antisemitism worldwide report 2021. The report notes that there has been a worrying increase in the number 
of anti-Semitic incidents in the United States, France, Canada and the United Kingdom. Australia has also had 
a worrying rise in the number of anti-Semitic incidents. 
As the member mentioned, part of the government’s multicultural program is to not only legislate against aberrant 
behaviour, but also invest in and promote community groups. Through the Office of Multicultural Interests, the 
government is investing in the Mount Lawley electorate in response to some very strong advocacy by the member 
for the Jewish Community Centre and the Holocaust Institute of Western Australia. As the member noted, the 
courtyard is to be named after Mr Cooper, a proud Yorta Yorta man and trade unionist from the 1930s. By the way, 
in advocating for Indigenous people, he never led a protest parade. He was not even a citizen of Australia. The 
only protest parade he led—when the wonderful Indigenous man was not even an Australian citizen—was a march 
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on the German embassy in December 1938 after Kristallnacht, when over 90 Jews were killed in the one night. 
It is marvellous that he did that, and it is marvellous that he will be remembered in this way, with the courtyard 
named after him. 
I turn now specifically to the use of the swastika. The display of Nazi symbols is offensive to most members of our 
society, and particularly to the Jewish community, survivors of the Holocaust and their families, and those who have 
fought against fascism. Nazi symbols, such as the hakenkreuz, commonly called the swastika, are widely associated 
with anti-Semitism, genocide and racial hatred. Nazi symbols are not only used in association with anti-Semitism 
but have been used in vilifying other groups in the community, including Muslims and LGBTQIA+ groups. To 
combat these hateful ideologies, the McGowan government—I will be responsible for doing it, and I give the member 
an undertaking in Parliament that I will do it—will progress legislation to criminalise the display and possession 
of Nazi symbols, particularly the swastika. The prohibition will also extend to the display of swastika tattoos. It is 
incredible that so many extreme right-wing people have this symbol of hatred tattooed on their bodies! 
During the member’s time in this Parliament and the during the last session as well, he has been a strong advocate 
against outlaw and fascist groups. I am thinking now of motorcycle groups in particular. We introduced laws, and 
the member for Mount Lawley spoke strongly in support of those laws, criminalising the insignia that bikies wear. 
Those laws have been effective and we have seen dozens of people charged. It is to be noted that some of these 
people have now gone over their tattoos and sought to rub them out and, in one notorious incident, replace the bikie 
insignia with a swastika because these groups who purvey hatred in our community turn to the swastika as their 
symbol. It is dreadful. It will be outlawed and they will be prosecuted. We will not tolerate it. Just as we did with the 
anti-insignia laws, we will introduce laws presently. The instructions are already with the Parliamentary Counsel’s 
Office to draw up these laws to outlaw these people and arrest anyone who displays these insignia. I acknowledge 
and thank the member for his advocacy in this area and for this grievance. 
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